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Dear Sirs: 


Thank you for your letter regarding the search results from the 
EP0. With respect to the Hag!id reference, our arguments in the U.S. Patent 
Office were based on the fact that although Hag!id may have produced 2-methyl - 
nicotine, he was unable to isolate it in a pure and useful form. The Examiner 
has rejected our claims on the basis that the Hag!id reference fully anticipates 


the present work. We have just recently had some composition of matter claims 
allowed, and a copy is attached for your information. The process claims will be 
prosecuted in a divisional application to be filed shortly in the U.S. On the 
basis of the U.S. allowed claims, you may decide whether the EPO claims should be 
amended to delete 2-methyl nicotine so as to more closely coincide with the U.S. 
claims. 


We believe the process claims are novel and would like to retain them 
as. originally filed. 

When the final form of the composition of matter claims is established, 
translation of the claims into the relevant languages may be made. 

The abstract has been checked carefully and appears to adequately 
reflect the invention. We have no objection to publication in its present form 
as suggested by the EPO. 

If you have additional questions regarding this application, please 
contact me. 


Very truly yours. 


ceh 

Attachment Susan A. Hutcheson 
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